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Italian Influence in the Woods
A casual indoor-outdoor ambience blends
iInvitingly with sophistication

By Donna Mosher
Photography: Rob Muir
Builder: Réhe and Wright Builders
Residential Design: Réhe and Wright Residential Design
Pool: Marquise Pools

pproaching the home of Karen and Brad
A&ebel in Carlton Woods, one is transported
hrough the woods to the Italian country-

side. A dramatic but welcoming facade presents an
intriguing assortment of elevations, stucco color-

ings, rooflines and alcoves, resembling a little vil- |

lage. The buttery stucco exterior is accented with | 4

massive blocks of stone and rustic wood corbels. The
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PREVIOUS PAGES: The elegant entryway is
graced with magnificent ceiling freatments,
including a groin-vault ceiling lined with mosaics
and plaster frim and a gold faux-painted barrel-
vault ceiling. Walls of windows look to the pool
and courtyard. At the end of the hall is a bar,
complete with a stained glass window. **+ A litile
bit of Italy is tucked into Carlton Woods.
Authentic details in the buttery stucco, arched
windows, stone accents by Brandon
International, Inc., exposed brick and tile roof
give this home its Tuscan accent. ** Macey's
home away from home is in The Woodlands with
Brad and Karen Goebel, her aunt and uncle.
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requisite exposed brick, tile roof and arched windows empha-

size the Italian feel. Gas lanterns and a fountain enhance the walk
to the heavy wood front door.

Step inside and the feeling of being transported to Tuscany is
complete. The front door leads not into a foyer, but into a gra-
cious arched passageway that opens onto a spectacular enclosed
courtyard with pool and outdoor kitchen. The house wraps itself
around the courtyard as if to say this is the heart of the home.
With the sun brightly shining, the spa gently bubbling, the warm
travertine tile surrounding the pool and cushioned lounge fur-
niture gathered around the outdoor fireplace, one’s cares all but
drop away.

Karen and Brad Goebel have moved 14 times, thanks to Brad’s

career in the oil business. They have lived in such places as






